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REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE

Per California Water Code Chapter 5.5 Section 13385 (m)
Enforcement Activities of the Regional Water Quality Control Boards

This report has been prepared by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in
compliance with the provisions contained in Chapter 5.5 Section 13385 (m) of the California
Water Code. This report responds to the following provision: ' '

13385. Civil Liability :

(m)(1) Notwithstanding Section 7550.5 of the Government Code, the state board shall
report annually to the Legislature regarding its enforcement activities. The reports shall
include all of the following:

(4) A compilation of the number of violations of waste discharge requirements in the
previous year.

(B) A record of the formal and informal compliance and enforcement actions taken for
each violation.

(C) An analysis of the effectiveness of current enforcement policies, including minimum
mandatory penalties.

(D) Recommendations, if any, necessary for improvements to the enforcement program in
the following year.

(2) The report shall be submitted to the Chairperson of the Assembly Committee on
Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials and the Chairperson of the Senate Committee
on Environmental Quality on or before March 1, 2001, and annually thereafter.

This report details the violations of waste discharge requirements for discharges to surface water
and the formal and informal enforcement actions for those violations. The report focuses on
discharges to surface water because it has been prepared pursuant to Chapter 5.5 of the
‘California Water Code. This chapter applies to implementation of the provisions of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, which establishes a permit program for discharges to surface water
only. This report also contains an analysis of current enforcement policies, and current progress
that is being made towards revisions of the SWRCB’s Enforcement Policy.

Violations and Enforcement Actions

Tracking Violations and Enforcement Actions

The SWRCB and Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCB) use the System for
Information on Noncompliance (SINC) database system to track all violations and the resulting
enforcement actions. The SINC database system was implemented as an interim tracking system
on July 1, 1999 and contains information on violations and enforcement actions that have
occurred since that time. The SINC database system is currently being integrated into the
SWRCB'’s System for Water Information Management (SWIM). :
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Violations of Waste Discharge Requirements
The violations enumerated in this report consist of those violations of Waste Discharge
Requirements for discharges to surface water. Discharges to surface water are permitted and
issued Waste Discharge Requirements under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES). The NPDES program is delegated to the State by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and implemented through Chapter 5.5 of the California Water
Code. NPDES Waste Discharge Requirements are usually issued by one the states nine
RWQCB. The nine RWQCBs are divided by watersheds and are as follows (see Attachment
No. 1 for map and details):

e Region 1 — North Coast RWQCB

e Region 2 — San Francisco Bay RWQCB

e Region 3 - Central Coast RWQCB

e Region 4 - Los Angeles RWQCB

e Region 5 — Central Valléy RWQCB

e Region 6 — Lahontan RWQCB

e Region 7 — Colorado River Basin RWQCB

e Region 8 — Santa Ana RWQCB

e Region 9 — San Diego RWQCB

Statewide there are approximately 2182 facilities with NPDES Waste Discharge Requirements.
These facilities are divided into three distinct categories:
e Major facilities — Facilities with an average daily discharge greater than 1 million gallons
per day or those that pose a high degree of threat to water quality
e Minor facilities — Facilities with an average daily flow less than 1 million gallons per day
and have a low threat to water quality
e General Permit Enrollees — Facilities that are enrolled in a State Board or RWQCB

General Permit.
A summary of active NPDES facilities by category and RWQCB as of August 31, 2000 is shown

in the table below.

NPDES FACILITIES
GENERAL
INDIVIDUAL, PERMIT
REGION |MAJORS| MINORS |ENROLLEES| TOTAL
1 14 41 5 60
2 65 69 200 334
3 21 41 30 92
4 47 181 407 635
5 66 218 58 342
6 3 13 18 34
7 12 22 28 62
8 18 29 484 531
9 21 10 61 92
TOTAL | 267 624 1291 2182
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